Infection of an arterial prosthesis as the presenting manifestation of disseminated coccidioidomycosis: control of disease with fluconazole.
We describe an elderly man whose presenting manifestation of disseminated coccidioidomycosis was bilateral infection of femoral arterial prosthetic grafts. After the patient failed to respond to both ketoconazole and amphotericin B, treatment with fluconazole brought about clinical resolution of meningitis and pulmonary disease and, in combination with repeated percutaneous aspiration, control of the arterial infection. The unusual clinical features of this case, along with the incidence and management of prosthetic arterial infections caused by fungi, are discussed.